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MTV TURNS FORTY: I STILL WANT MY MTV TO OPEN AT 
GRAMMY MUSEUM® MISSISSIPPI ON FRIDAY, MAY 14, 2021 
SPECIAL EXHIBIT TO CELEBRATE THE 40TH ANNIVERSARY OF THE LAUNCH 
OF THE ICONIC BRAND 
 
 
CLEVELAND, MISS. (APRIL 22, 2021) — Aug. 1, 1981, was the day that forever changed music and 
television. It was the day that, just shortly after midnight, MTV debuted with these words spoken by co-creator 
John Lack, “Ladies and gentlemen, rock and roll,” followed by the broadcast of the very first music video to air 
on TV, “Video Killed the Radio Star” by the Buggles. Now, nearly 40 years later, GRAMMY Museum® 
Mississippi in Cleveland, Miss., is marking this pivotal moment in music history with its forthcoming special 
exhibit, MTV Turns Forty: I Still Want My MTV, opening on Friday, May 14, 2021.    
 
The first major exhibition to be curated by the GRAMMY Museum Mississippi team, MTV Turns Forty will 
explore the history of the iconic music brand—from the role of native Mississippian, Bob Pittman, in the 
concept and execution of an idea that revolutionized the music industry and, to why, nearly four decades later, 
people across the world still scream, “I want my MTV.” MTV Turns Forty is sponsored in part by the Maddox 
Foundation. Exhibit partners include MTV and Hard Rock International. Additional support is provided by 
corporate sponsors DittyTV, Entergy and Millsaps College in Mississippi. 
 
“I’m pleased and proud that my home state of Mississippi is hosting an exhibition to celebrate the 40th 
anniversary of MTV,” said Bob Pittman, Chairman and CEO of iHeartMedia, Inc., who led the team that 
created and launched MTV in 1981. “Mississippi and MTV are two of the great formative influences in my life, 
and I’m delighted that they’re coming together for this anniversary celebration.” 
 
“We are so thrilled to be marking this special moment in music history with an exhibit at our Museum,” said 
Emily Havens, Executive Director for GRAMMY Museum Mississippi. “What many may not know is MTV has 
deep roots here in Mississippi as one of its creators, Bob Pittman, is a native of Jackson. In addition, this 
exhibit wouldn’t be happening if it weren’t for our late dear friend, and first Chair of the GRAMMY Museum 
Mississippi Board, Lucy Janoush. Prior to her passing in 2017, Lucy was sketching out her idea for an exhibit 
that would celebrate 40 years of MTV. We are grateful to Bob Pittman, Tom Pittman, Hard Rock International 
and everyone at MTV for helping us bring Lucy’s idea to life.” 
 
“Margaret and Dan Maddox believed that local museums were a great community asset that provide a unique 
opportunity to experience history,” said Robin Hurdle, President of the Maddox Foundation. “Maddox 
Foundation is pleased to continue their legacy with our support of the I Still Want My MTV exhibit at GRAMMY 
Museum Mississippi. MTV was such an innovative concept that revolutionized the music industry, and we’re 
excited about experiencing MTV’s magic through this interactive exhibit.” 
 
MTV Turns Forty: I Still Want My MTV will be open to the public on Friday, May 14, 2021, and will run through 
summer 2022. For the exhibit, the Mississippi Museum captured interviews with and artifacts from the four 
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remaining original MTV VJs: Nina Blackwood, Mark Goodman, Alan Hunter, and Martha Quinn. Original 
MTV VJ, J.J. Jackson, passed away in 2004.  
 
Ten items in the exhibit were provided by Hard Rock International. Hard Rock owns the largest and most 
valuable collection of authentic music memorabilia. Spanning nearly 50 years, the brand’s collection has grown 
to over 86,000 pieces. Guests of Hard Rock Cafes, Casinos, and Hotels share in the stories of music history 
through this collection of artifacts which continues to expand with new openings. Hard Rock will proudly open a 
new flagship hotel near the home of MTV in Times Square, New York in March 2022. 
 
Artifacts provided on loan from Hard Rock include: 

• The silky dress briefly worn by Madonna in her music video for “Vogue” 

• The leather suit worn by Michael Jackson in the music video for “Dirty Diana,” plus contracts from 
other shoots, including the making of the “Thriller” music video 

• The Ibanez acoustic guitar played by Duran Duran’s Simon Le Bon in the music video for “Save a 
Prayer” 

• Dire Straits’ 1986 MTV VMA Award for Video of the Year for “Money for Nothing” 

• The Yamaha acoustic guitar played by Bret Michaels in the music video for Poison’s “Every Rose Has 
Its Thorn” 

• And more 
 
Additionally, MTV Turns Forty will feature artifacts such as: 

• Memorabilia from Aerosmith and Run-DMC 

• Interview footage, notes, sketches and more about the idea for MTV from Bob Pittman and John Sykes 

• Artifacts from the MTV Video Music Awards 

• Initial exhibit sketches from the late Lucy Janoush, founding Board Member of the Mississippi Museum 

• Spotlights on the many pivotal moments in MTV’s history, from Nirvana and “MTV Unplugged” to 
“Beavis and Butt-Head” and “The Real World” 

• And more 
 
The idea for a special exhibit to celebrate the 40th anniversary of MTV was started with the late Lucy Janoush, 
founding Board Member of GRAMMY Museum Mississippi, who continued to plot out her idea for the exhibit 
during her last days before passing away in 2017.  
 
MTV Turns Forty: I Still Want My MTV will debut at the Mississippi Museum on May 14, 2021, and will be on 
display through summer 2022, with plans to travel the exhibit nationally and internationally.  
 
ABOUT THE MADDOX FOUNDATION 
Maddox Foundation was founded by Dan Maddox in 1968. He and his wife, Margaret Maddox, had a 
commitment to philanthropy, a love of nature, and a vision for making their corner of the world a better place. 
They chose Robin Hurdle to continue their legacy, which lives on through the current work of the Foundation. 
Since its arrival in Mississippi in 1999, Maddox Foundation has made several signature investments that have 
benefited Mississippi nonprofits. Those investments include: putting an internet connected computer in every 
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public classroom in Mississippi; establishing the Community Foundation of Northwest Mississippi, and 
supporting historical preservations and the operations of local museums.   
 
ABOUT GRAMMY MUSEUM MISSISSIPPI 
Developed by the Cleveland Music Foundation—a nonprofit organization founded in 2011—the 28,000-square-
foot GRAMMY Museum Mississippi is housed near the campus of Delta State University, home of the Delta 
Music Institute's Entertainment Industry Studies program, which features the most unique audio recording 
facilities in the South. Affiliated with the GRAMMY Museum Foundation™, GRAMMY Museum Mississippi is 
dedicated to exploring the past, present, and future of music, and the cultural context from which it emerges, 
while casting a focused spotlight on the deep musical roots of Mississippi. The Museum features a dynamic 
combination of public events, educational programming, engaging multimedia presentations, and interactive 
permanent and traveling exhibits, including a Mississippi-centric area that introduces visitors to the impact of 
Mississippi's songwriters, producers, and musicians on the traditional and modern music landscape.   

For more information, visit grammymuseumms.org, “like" GRAMMY Museum Mississippi on Facebook, and 
follow @grammymuseumms on Twitter and Instagram. 
 
 
ABOUT THE GRAMMY MUSEUM 
Established in 2008, the GRAMMY Museum is a nonprofit organization dedicated to cultivating a greater 
understanding of the history and significance of music through exhibits, education, grants, preservation 
initiatives, and public programming. Paying tribute to our collective musical heritage, the Museum explores and 
celebrates all aspects of the art form—from the technology of the recording process to the legends who've 
made lasting marks on our cultural identity. 
 
For more information, visit www.grammymuseum.org, "like" the GRAMMY Museum on Facebook, and follow 
@GRAMMYMuseum on Twitter and Instagram. 
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CONTACTS 
 
Crystal Larsen 
T. 323.477.4835 
clarsen@grammymuseumms.org  
 
Brittany McClendon 
Communications and Development Manager 
T. 662.441.0100 
bmcclendon@grammymuseumms.org  
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